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General Meeting—Tuesday 7 November at 8.00 p.m. 


Speaker: Steve Williams, Senior Researcher, Agriculture Research Division, Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources. 


Topic: Getting to stay up all night—the pursuit of mothymatics 

Invertebrates play crucial roles within the ecosystems of south eastern Australian but there are large gaps in our 
detailed knowledge. In particular there are a large number of species in the order Lepidoptera that are low in the food 
chain and critically important because they are eaten by just about everything. To survive, predation moths have 
become masters of adaption and mimicry, particularly in their early life phases, and consequently are usually 
extremely difficult to find. This makes them wickedly difficult to research. Steve will talk about the research he 
undertakes to uncover their often astounding life histories and how this can be used to inform our understanding and 
interaction with the natural world. A significant amount of the material that will be covered is new to science and has 
not previously been presented. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 5 December 
It will be members’ night. Trevor Pescott will be speaking about aspects of his new book Birds and botanists: a field 
naturalist's history of Geelong and Alison Watson will share highlights from her recent trip in The Kimberley. 


Afterwards we will share supper together so please bring a plate of something sweet or savoury to share. 


GFNC is on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongF NCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 
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GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 


‘oi Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or 
photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC 
website (go to the Observations tab), emailed to the 


GFNC email address or phoned to Barry Lingham 
(5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto the 
site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


Maili Rost The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
aling ROSter a female Australian Hobby taken in North Geelong 
earlier in October. 


November: Jan Venters The photo on the back cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of 
Thelymitra antennifera Rabbit-ears Orchid, taken in the 
December: Chrissy Freestone Brisbane Ranges. 





President’s report 


he club recently provided a submission to the City of 

Greater Geelong about their Settlement Strategy 
discussion paper. The document sought to highlight the 
issues around, and inform the council about, housing 
needs within the municipality up to 2037. The choice of 
the word ‘settlement’ is a bit bewildering as | would have 
thought land around Geelong had long been inhabited. 


Nevertheless, if we just consider the post European 
period or last 100 years, growth has been immense. 
When my grandmother was born in McKillop Street, the 
town had a population of about 25 000, and with the 
recent arrival of my granddaughter, the city region now 
stands at approximately 230 000 residents. The forecast 
within various growth scenarios to 2037 could see a 
population of 350 000 people if regional aspirational 
development targets are met. Geelong is no longer the 
sleepy hollow of bygone days but a metropolis with 
metropolis-type problems. Uncontrolled urban sprawl 
and lack of natural spaces are going to be key issues. 


During the last month, there were two very interesting 
talks which put this growth in historical context. At Trevor 
Pescott’s book launch ‘Birds and Botanists: A field 
naturalist’s history of Geelong’ the audience learnt of the 
efforts of early field naturalists to study and record 
species—information that was subsequently used to 
ensure certain areas were protected. We in Geelong 
owe a lot to those early naturalists. 


Rod Lowther 


The second talk was by Mark Trengove at the Wider 
Geelong Flora Lecture’ titled ‘Changes in vegetation in 
the Geelong Region from 1835 to the present time’. Mark 
demonstrated through information from his literature 
research and by examining paintings from the mid 
1800’s, that most of the landscape changes that 
destroyed native vegetation occurred in the first 50 years 
of European settlement. 


So, what did we say in the club submission? There were 
three main themes. Firstly, the areas between existing 
township on the Bellarine must be maintained. Secondly, 
there should be greater emphasis on infill within the 
Geelong centre to increase population density with 
medium density housing to limit the urban expansion. 
Thirdly, there is an urgent need for the establishment of 
new nature reserves and green spaces that include 
wildlife corridors. 


Representatives of the club’s Conservation 
Subcommittee are meeting later this month for a 
Biodiversity workshop with COGG environment staff 
where we hope to learn more of council efforts to 
preserve existing environmental assets. The club will be 
lobbying to ensure adequate resources are allocated in 
the future and that actions undertaken to identify land 
suitable for habitat restoration can be set aside for future 
generations. 


Invitation to attend a 
Fauna Survey Training Day 


Hosted by the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
Saturday 25 November 2017 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve @ 8.30 a.m. 


Peter Homan, an experienced ecologist and fauna consultant, is leading a one-day fauna survey techniques course. 
Participants will learn about setting drift fences for pitfalls and funnels, setting up motion detecting cameras, using 
Elliott traps, identifying skinks and frogs and using nest boxes. Importantly, Peter will 
discuss animal welfare measures, permits and legal implications and obligations accompanying the 
surveying of fauna. 


The day includes practical sessions in the field, setting up various traps and cameras as well as lectures and notes. 
GFNC members have priority for places, but other local organisation will be invited to attend. 
Cost is free to GFNC members. 


To register your interest, contact Barry Lingham at lingham@tpg.com.au 
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Out and about: Seaview Park 


hat makes Seaview Park so special? It has a 

strange name, since you cannot see the sea from 
anywhere in it. The name is a clue. Some 20 million 
years ago the sea was visible from here. 


Seaview Park stands high above the southern shore of 
the Barwon River where it is crossed by the Macintyre 
Bridge. It is a scrap of a park, but significant geologically 
and botanically. In 1983 an on-site meeting of 
representatives of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
and the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands 
resulted in communication with the Geelong Water and 
Sewerage Trust alerting them to the presence of certain 
vegetation and some seed being collected from species 
such as Pimelea glauca and some propagated plants 
placed along the Barwon River. In 1988 a report on the 
Belmont Escarpment was prepared by Mark Trengove 
and John King, who declared it 'a Kangaroo Grassland 
of significance in the Geelong area’. At that stage the 
land was zoned Reserved Residential. 


Largely as a result of those efforts, today Seaview Park 
is managed by the City of Greater Geelong. The woody 
weeds were removed and plantings of indigenous 
vegetation established. The reserve has been a focus of 
the GFNC, which installed interpretative signs along the 
walking track. 


The land is described as an ‘ecotone’, a place where 
different vegetation communities mix. Some plants are 
normally found on sand dunes, some on basalt plains. 
There are grassland plants and woodland plants. 


Seaview Park is at the eastern edge of the Belmont 
escarpment, a limestone ridge that is an extension of 
the Waurn Ponds limestone, where there is currently the 
only cement-manufacturing operation in Victoria. The 
limestone was formed 25—29 million years ago towards 
the end of the Oligocene Epoch. The sea finally 
retreated in the Pliocene—Pleistocene periods 2—5 
million years ago, following a period of uplift, and a river 
system (the Barwon) developed. The Barwon has had to 
adapt over the millennia that followed, with earth 





Slender bush pea Pultenaea tenuifolia (taken a couple of years ago). 
Photo: Valda Dedman 
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Valda Dedman 


movements along fault lines, and volcanic activity with 
lava flows forming barriers and lakes. 


There have been a series of faults along the course of 
the Barwon—the Barrabool Fault from Pollocksford to 
Ceres, the Newtown Fault, and, it is thought, the 
Belmont Fault and the Torquay—Geelong Fault at right 
angles to it where the river turns south again. 


The Belmont Fault is along the straight course of the 
Barwon from Princes Bridge to the Barwon Bridge. On 
the south bank of the river there is a bold spur of 
Janjukian limestone 15-20 metres high. It is the same 
limestone that is quarried at Waurn Ponds. This lime- 
stone contains shelly marine fossils, since the rock was 
formed in the Oligocene when the sea invaded much of 
southern Victoria. The limestone is visible as white 
bands along the face of the scarp above the south bank 
of the river. It is best viewed from the Macintyre 
footbridge. The limestone appears as thick bands of 
lime-rich sandstone (calcarenite) and thin bands of 
lime-rich mudstones (calcirudite) formed as a seabed. 
Fossils found in Waurn Ponds limestone include 
oysters, scallops, bryozoans and foraminifera, 
suggesting a shallow sea. 


The land on the northern side of the Barwon is not 
limestone in origin and is much younger. Lava flows 
from volcanoes starting two million years ago changed 
the course of or stopped the flow of the Barwon, forming 
lakes behind barriers. You can see the basalt on the 
northern side opposite Seaview Park. It is part of a flow 
that filled the valley of the Barwon on the south side of 
Queens Park, thence flowed across Newtown, Chilwell, 
Breakwater and St Albans. The river had to adjust its 
course, and by erosion gradually broke through the 
basalt and formed the alluvial flats that you see below 
the Belmont Escarpment. 


There is very little indigenous vegetation left around 
Geelong, and practically none on the Waurn Ponds 
limestone, so Seaview Park is an important remnant. 
More significant are the plants linking it to its coastal 
origin. Limestone grasslands are an unusual vegetation 
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Wirilda Wattle in flower. October 2017. Photo: Valda Dedman 
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community across Victoria, and Seaview Park is one of 
only five sites. 


Listed below are some of the plants that may be found at 
Seaview Park 


Plants that are more commonly found on dunes and 
limestone cliffs 


Wirilda Wattle Acacia uncifolia 

One of the few inland occurrences in Victoria is at 
Seaview Park; this is definitely a coastal species. It 
occurs from near Geelong to Wilsons Promontory, 
mainly on coastal dunes or near saltmarsh, chiefly on 
calcareous sand and sandy loam soils. It closely 
resembles A. provincialis and A. retinodes, and was 
previously treated as a variety of the latter. Acacia 
retinodes is now regarded to be endemic to the Mount 
Lofty Ranges in South Australia. Acacia uncifolia may be 
distinguished from A. provincialis by its suckering habit, 
smaller phyllodes with a distinctly uncinate (hooked) tip, 
and smaller flower heads. 


Coast Fanflower Scaevola albida 

Scattered across southern Victoria, usually on sandy soil 
in near-coastal scrubs and woodlands, sometimes 
colonising bare ground (such as road embankments). 


Coast Twinleaf Zygophyllum billardieri 

This is found in coastal areas west from Wilsons 
Promontory, where it occurs on dunes and limestone 
cliffs in scrubby vegetation. It is considered rare in 
Victoria. It gets its name from its leaves, which grow in 
pairs (zygo = ‘yoke’). It is a fleshy perennial groundcover 
with bright yellow four-petalled flowers in spring. Its fruits 
are bell-shaped and split open to drop their seed. 


Boobialla Myoporum insulare 

This small spreading tree has fissured bark on the trunk 
but smooth branches. It has small white flowers with 
purple spots in winter followed by purple berries, which 
give it the alternative names of juniper tree or blueberry 
tree. A frequent component of coastal habitats, 
commonly on dunes and cliffs, and extending well inland 
in the west. Strangely though, the Seaview Park plants 
are the plains, not the coastal, form. 


Slender Bush Pea Pultenaea tenuifolia 
Scattered on coastal dunes from near the Glenelg River 








SSSR Vise os ime owe ate A a zoo a 
Pimelea glauca as it was at Seaview Park a couple of years ago. 
Photo: Valda Dedman 





mouth to near Wingan Inlet, but inconspicuous and un- 
common. Also on calcareous soils of the Little and Big 
Deserts. Coastal variants are procumbent or prostrate 
with small, mainly pale yellow, flowers. The only flower | 
have seen at Seaview Park had deep yellow to orange 
flowers. It may not still exist. Inland variants are usually 
larger shrubs with larger, often very deep orange and red 
flowers, 

although paler, predominantly yellow-flowered forms 
have been recorded in the Little Desert. There is also 
great variation in the degree of hairiness, from near 
glabrous forms to densely bristly plants (e.g. in the far 
west between Serviceton and Murrayville). 


Smooth Riceflower Pimelea glauca. 

Commonly on sandy dunes or rocky areas close to the 
coast but also widespread inland. It prefers lime-rich 
soils. It can flower almost continuously and has been 
perhaps the most striking feature of Seaview Park. 


Coast Flax-lily Dianella brevicaulis 

Generally occurring on sandy soil chiefly near the coast, 
sometimes on exposed dunes, with inland occurrences 
in mallee-heath communities in the Little Desert and on 
heavier soils in Themeda Grassland west of Melbourne. 
A tussock-forming perennial with strap-like leaves and 
purple flowers followed by purple berries. 


Grassland plants 

Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra 

This is the basic component of the area, particularly in 
the western section. In 1988 sub-communities of mosses 
and lithophytes (plants that grow on stone, such as 
lichens) still existed within the Themeda Grassland. 
Other native grasses, such as wallaby grasses and 
spear grasses, are also present. 


Running Postman Kennedia prostrata 

This formerly occupied the spaces between Kangaroo 
Grass tussocks. It is a prostrate plant with large bright 
red pea-flowers. There are many plantings at the edge of 
the path in Seaview Park. 


Slender Speedwell Veronica gracilis 

A slender perennial herb that usually occurs in grassland 
or grassy woodland, often near streams. Pale lilac or 
blue flowers with darker veins occur along the upper part 
of the stems. 
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Yellowish Bluebell Wahlenbergia luteola 

Moderately common on fertile, often clayey, soils derived 
from basalt or alluvial silts, but also scattered in mallee 
regions. Usually in lowland grassland and open woodland 
communities. 


New Holland Daisy Vittadinia cuneata 
A purple-flowered hairy shrub widespread in the northern 
half of the state. 


Nodding Saltbush Einadia nutans 

This has soft trailing stems, small arrow-head leaves and 
small fleshy red or orange berries. It is widespread in 
grasslands, particularly on rocky slopes. 


Yellow Star Pauridia glabella var. glabella (formerly 
Hypoxis glabella) 

This grows from underground tubers. The small yellow 
star-like flowers are borne on slender stems above a 
small grass-like tuft. 


Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa 

This occurs in both grasslands and in open forests on 
drier shallow soils. It has deep golden-yellow globular 
flowers on single solitary peduncles. 


Saltmarsh plants 

Streaked Arrowgrass Triglochin striata 

Commonly occurs in wet open places; terete-leaved 
plants frequently comprise part of the herb field of 
saltmarshes. 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club has shown a special 
interest in Seaview Park and urged the City of Greater 
Geelong to make improvements there. However, at 
present large sections have been invaded with weedy 
grasses, and the Smooth Riceflower which should be 
highly visible at present, seems overrun. It could do with 
a controlled burn. Some of the information boards are 
rusting and need replacing. Seaview Park is too valuable 
to be neglected. 


References 

Trengove, M., King, J. (1988). The Belmont Escarpment: 
a Kangaroo Grassland Remnant of Significance in the 
Geelong area. 

Seaview Park www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parks/item/ 
seaview.aspx 

Seaview Park Interpretation Signboard 


Vic Flora https://vicflora.rbg.vic.qov.au 


Challenge Bird Counts 2017 


Craig Morley, Barry Lingham, John Newman 


nce again, GFNC, in association with BirdLife 
Australia, will be organising two Challenge Bird 
Counts (CBCs) for 2017. 


added to the enjoyment whilst collecting meaningful data 
from birding locations within our region. 


Bellarine Peninsula—Sunday 3 December. 
Start at Pt Addis car park 6.00 a.m. 
Leader: Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


These bird-filled days are a great way to learn more 
about local birds and their haunts and habits. 


Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs—Saturday 9 December 
Start at Steiglitz Courthouse at 6.00 a.m. 
Leader: Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


In 2016 we made some subtle changes whilst keeping 
the essence of the Counts which have been run by the 
GFNC since the 1960s.This year we propose to again 
visit a number of key sites along the traditional two 
GFNC CBC routes and enter lists to eBird Australia but 
not try frantically to keep track of every bird along every 
kilometre of the route. This worked well in 2016 and 


If you'd like to take part for all or part of the day, please 
contact Craig or Barry in plenty of time before the 
respective days. 





Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Planthopper, Siphanta sp. Highton. 


Philobota Arabella, a small day-flying moth of dry grassy woodlands. 


Brisbane Ranges, Victoria. Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Introducing Trevor Pescott's New Book 


Birds and Botanists 
A Field Naturalists History of Geelong 


TREVOR PESCOTT | - 





BIRDS 


AND 


BOTANISTS 


A FIELD NATURALIST'S HISTORY OF GEELONG 





The book explores many regional places of environmental significance and the wealth of wildlife to be 
found around Geelong. Discover profiles of people who have made a significant contribution to our 
understanding of the local plants and animals and learn the history of the two field-naturalists clubs of 
Geelong. 

Author background; 


aT 


M) Jap 


From his earliest years living in Newtown, Trevor Pescott has 
had a fascination with natural history. In 1961 he was 
instrumental in the reestablishment of the current Geelong 
| Field Naturalists Club, serving as its President for three years 
and editing its magazine, the Geelong Naturalist. From 1960 he 
wrote a weekly column (By Field and Lane) in the Geelong 
Advertiser. He has been a regional representative to the Royal 
Australasian Ornithologists Union and a foundation committee 
~a member of the Environment Studies Association of Victoria. In 
1973 he was involved in the formation of the Geelong 
Environment Council. In 1973 he was involved in the formation of 
the Geelong Environment Council. In 1982 Deakin University 
awarded him an honorary Master of Science degree. 
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In 1983 Trevor was awarded the Australian Natural History Medallion. 
Trevor remains passionate about the flora and fauna of the Geelong region and a member of the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Club amongst many other activities. 


The book is available for $35 plus $8 postage 

Please send orders and cheque: 14 Victoria Terrace, Belmont, Geelong, Victoria, 3216, or by email 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Bank details for direct debit payment are: 

Account Name TW&PA Pescott 

BSB 063-504 

Account no. 1053 0848 

Please ensure you include your name in the payment details 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Bellarine Key Biodiversity Areas 
28 September 2017 
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Pacific Golden Plover, Blue Rocks. 





p 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


he spring weather, and the chance to see some of 

our special local birding areas, enticed a large group 
of members to attend this month’s excursion. It was great 
to catch up with Ton Schat and Laura Stenzler—regular 
attendees at GFNC functions during their time in 
Australia many years ago—who were holidaying in 
Australia. 


The focus of the outing was the Bellarine Key Biodiversity 
Areas (KBAs). These areas have been identified by 
BirdLife Australia as fitting the criteria of global bench- 
mark sites for environmental conservation. The sites are 
recognised as containing vital habitat and wildlife that 
need protection. The Bellarine KBAs include Moolap/Pt. 
Henry Wetlands, plus the Swan Bay/Lake Victoria/ 
Freshwater Lake complex, Mud Islands and the Lower 
Barwon Wetlands complex. Included within the Lower 
Barwon Wetlands are Reedy Lake, Hospital Swamps, 
Lake Connewarre, Lake Murtnaghurt and the Barwon 
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Photo: David Boyle 





Eastern Curlew, Barwon Estuary. 


Estuary. The estuary is the link between the ocean at 
Barwon Heads and Lake Connewarre. 


KBA Guardians 

BirdLife Australia, a partner of the GFNC, requested 
assistance to monitor the KBAs across Australia. The 
GFNC Bird Group has volunteered to act as the guardian 
of the Bellarine KBA sites. This involves checking the 
sites for any potential threats and monitoring changes in 
wildlife or flora populations. The twice-yearly wader 
counts conducted by the GFNC allow us to monitor the 
sites and complete an annual report on the health of the 
Bellarine KBAs. 


Information about Lake Connewarre 


We began the excursion at Taits Point where good views 
of Lake Connewarre and Hospital Swamps were had 
from the viewing platforms. The platforms erected at Taits 
Point and at the end of Ash Road in Leopold allow the 
public to gain a better understanding of this large wetland 
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Red-necked Stinit, Blue Rocks. 


Photo: David Boyle 


area that is listed under the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands of International Importance. 


Taits Point formed some two million years ago as basalt 
flowed from nearby Mt Duneed. Originally, the basalt 
would have created a barrier that blocked the Barwon 
River to form a large lake behind it. Eventually, the 
barrier was breeched and the river could flow into Lake 
Connewarre. During the last lce Age—around 10 000 
years ago—Lake Connewarre did not exist. The river 
would have run through a valley to the distant ocean 
near Tasmania. Aborigines feasted on oyster shells 
when the lake was an ocean embayment during periods 
of higher water levels some 5000 years ago. The old 
oyster shells can be found at a midden atop a mound at 
Campbell Point on the north side of the lake. 


During the 19th century, gold mining in the Ballarat 
Region resulted in massive amounts of silt being carried 
via the Moorabool and Leigh Rivers into the Barwon. 
These sediments were moved by floodwaters and 
eventually became deposited in the calmer waters of 
Lake Connewarre, creating a shallower lake. Over the 
past 20 years, mangroves have started to grow along the 
lake shores and mudflats. Continued growth may restrict 
the amount of exposed mudflats. 


This lake is unusual, as it is tidal. Incoming water from 
the Barwon Estuary fills the lake and it then drops by 
around 20 cm as the tide ebbs. Salt water entering the 
lake from the estuary slows and deposits sand and silt, 
creating a ‘reverse delta’. These mudflats are exposed at 
low tide and create rich feeding grounds for migratory 
waders and other water birds. In summer, little 
freshwater flows from the Barwon River and evaporation 
can cause very high salinity levels. In times of flood, the 
influx may cause Lake Connewarre to become almost 
fresh water. 


Excursion report 


Lake Conneware 


There were only small numbers of birds present during 
our excursion, yet at other times many tens of thousands 
of birds can be seen here. We saw 39 species, with 
highlights including a Musk Duck and many hundreds of 


Whiskered Tern, Hospital Swamps. Photo: Barry Lingham 


Whiskered Terns that had recently returned from 
wintering in north Australia or Indonesia. The vegetation 
plantations attracted a range of bush birds including 
Pallid Cuckoo, Striated Pardalote and Yellow Thornbill. 
Raptors included Black-shouldered Kite and Brown 
Falcon. 


Hospital Swamps 


Our second stop was on Lake Road, overlooking 
Hospital Swamps. This is sometimes a good spot to see 
Brolgas or other water birds. We observed 21 species 
including two Musk Duck, a Great Egret and a 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater. 


Blue Rocks/ Thirteenth Beach 


At the western end of Thirteenth Beach, a sheltered 
sandy cove is formed, bordered by exposed basaltic 
rocks. The beach is a good feeding ground for small 
waders such as Hooded Plover, Red-necked Stint and 
Red-capped Plover. The rocks provide a safe roost for 
many waders and a feeding area for Ruddy Turnstone. 
We saw 21 species including Pacific Golden Plover, 
Blue-winged Parrot, Singing Honeyeater and a 
Golden-headed Cisticola. 


Barwon Estuary 


Our last site was the estuary at low tide. We observed 
from ‘The Spit’ on the Ocean Grove side. This site 
attracts a range of migratory waders, gulls and terns, 
cormorants, ducks, spoonbills and herons. As we had a 
cuppa and bite to eat on the grassy area overlooking the 
estuary, the telescopes revealed Little Egret, Eastern 
Curlew, Common Greenshank, Red-necked Stint, Royal 
Spoonbill and Caspian Tern. A further view of the 
estuary was made from the Ocean Grove boat ramp at 
Guthridge Street. 


The lovely weather, good company and fine birding 
made for a very pleasant day. 
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Fauna report 


he layout of the monthly fauna report has changed 

from tables to species descriptions. This should make 
it more readable without losing any of the data or the 
relevance of the recorded sightings. Most of the reports 
have already been listed on the Club’s mammal and 
reptile/amphibian web page, and | would encourage Club 
members to continue to use this facility. So the following 
is the first of the ‘new’ format of the monthly fauna report. 


Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna 

Some diggings near Breakfast Ck during fauna survey on 
06/10/17, and extensive diggings noted under Yellow 
Gums on Moranghurk, near Sheoaks, during the tile 
check on 26/10/17. 

Agile Antechinus 

One female with 8 pouch young caught, beside Breakfast 
Ck. during the fauna survey on 06/10/17. 

Common Ringtail Possum 

Two seen in Bamganie State Forest at night on 25/10/17 
(RAu). 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Several seen beside Hammonds Road, Breakfast Ck., 
during fauna survey on 06/10/17. 


Swamp (Black) Wallaby 

As for Eastem Grey Kangaroo. 

Microbat sp. 

Flying at dusk in Newtown after a warm day on 16/10/17 
(CFr). 

Chocolate Wattled Bat 

One male, Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 17/10/17. 
Lesser Long-eared Bat 

One male caught at the Connewarre Recreation Reserve 
on 14/10/17. 

Little Forest Bat 

Six females and one male, Connewarre Rec. Reserve on 
14/10/17. 

One female and two males, Bannockburn Bush Reserve 
on 17/10/17. 

One female and one male, Moranghurk, Sheoaks on 
26/10/17. 

Rakali 

One at Balyang Sanctuary on 29/09/17, in reedy edge of 
the main pool, the golden-yellow chest clearly seen (JN). 
Swamp Rat 

Three at Rice Reserve on 22/10/17. One individual seen, 
followed a little later by two individuals, one in pursuit of 
the other and vocalising, Extensive diggings and trails 
seen throughout the reserve which we attributed to the 
presence of Swamp Rats (CFr, GAp). 

Red Fox 

Two half-grown, in a den among a pile of boulders near 
Teesdale, noted during tile survey on 26/10/17 (MGI). 
Sub-Antarctic Fur Seal 

A juvenile in very poor condition, appeared to be starving 


8 Geelong Naturalist November 2017 


Trevor Pescott 


but responsive, at Barwon Heads on 02/10/17; it returned 
to the ocean about 8.30 p.m. 

Fallow Deer 

On 01/10/17 at least three seen on the roadside, 
Lighthouse Road in the Otway Ranges after dusk (CFr, 
GAp). 


(Note: The bats were caught under the provisions of 
our various permits). 


Herps 

Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk) 

A small individual found under a tile at the Bannockburn 
Bush Reserve during a grid check on 16/10/17. 


Spotted Grass Frog 

Six under tiles on Cooinda, Teesdale, and one at the Mt 
Mercer site during check on 04/10/17. One under a tile at 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 16/10/17. Two under tiles 
at Cooinda on 26/10/17. 

Verreaux’s (Whistling) Tree Frog 

One heard calling from near the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens meeting rooms by members at the Bird Group 
meeting on 17/10/17, probably in the wetland area (GAp). 
Southern Bell Frog (Growling Grass Frog) 

About 10 heard calling from the Hospital Swamps 
wetland, Connewarre, on 05/10/17 (GMc, TFI). 

Marbled Gecko 

One among some tiles stacked in Belmont on 14/10/17 
(TP). 

Eastern Three-lined Skink 

One under a tile at the Mt Mercer site during check on 
04/10/17. On 08/10/17 one was seen near a stone wall in 
a garden in Belmont, the first seen there this spring (RL). 
Metallic Cool-skink 

Five at at Lake Corangamite; they were common in the 
stony rises along Pearley’s Road, where there were also 
Corangamite Water Skinks, on 27/09/17 (GD). 

Robust Ctenotus 

One under a tile at Moranghurk, Sheoaks during survey 
on 04/10/17. 





Robust Ctenotus, Moranghurk, Sheoaks. October 2017. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Southern Water Skink 

At Chapple Vale, in dry heathland 100s m from any water 
on 26/09/17(GD). 

Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink 

17 found under tiles at Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 
16/10/17; one under a tile at Moranghurk, Sheoaks, 
during check on 26/10/17. 

Tussock Cool-skink (P. entrecasteauxii) 

At least five sun-basking in Belmont on 14/10/17 (TP). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard 

One basking on Eleventh Ave., Anglesea, on 24/10/17 
(GGt). 

Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard 

Six found in 30 minutes in basalt outcrops beside Lake 
Corangamite on 27/09/17 (GD), and one basking on the 
road at Cooinda, Teesdale, on 26/10/17 (TP). On 16/10/17 
two were seen at the same time among rocks near the 
back door of their home in Highton; one was about 300 
mm long, the other about 250mm long (GPo, JPo). 
Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon) 

One noted at the Turntable Car-park, You Yangs on 
24/09/17 (RUp). 

Lowlands Copperhead 


One in heathland west of the Lavers Hill-Cobden Road on 
26/09/17 (GD). On 05/10/17 one noted sun-basking on a 
track at Hospital Swamp, Connewarre (GMc,TFI). 

Tiger Snake 

One beside Lake Corangamite on 27/09/17, another in 
heathland on Egan’s Track, Chapple Vale on 26/09/17 
(GD). One small individual noted just off the Geelong- 
Ballan Road in the Brisbane Ra. National Park on 
08/10/17 (RAu). The dried remains of a snake, probably 
this species, were found on mown grass on the Belmont 
Common on 17/10/17 (GGt). 


Little Whip Snake 


One under a tile on the Cressy racecourse grassland 
reserve on 29/09/17 (GD). Two were found under tiles at 
Moranghurk, Sheoaks, on 04/10/17. 


Eastern Brown Snake 
One dark-headed, juvenile individual was found under a 





Eastern Brown Snake (juvenile), Moranghurk. October 


2017. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


tile at Moranghurk, Sheoaks, during a check on the tile 
grid on 04/10/17. On 26/10/17 another juvenile, this time 
with some faint dark lines around the body as well a dark 
head, was found in the same area again under a tile, on 
26/10/17. 


Observers 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GAp, George Appleby; GD, Guy 
Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GPo, 
Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; MGI, Maddie Glynn; Rau, Ross Auchetti; 
RL, Rod Lowther; Rup, Rustem Upton; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 
TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Breakfast Creek/Anglesea Heath fauna survey 
October 2017 


Location 

Breakfast Creek is an integral part of the Anglesea 
Heath. The site selected for the survey was west of 
Hammonds Road, about 1.2 km south of the Breakfast 
Creek Road. The creek at that point ran through a deep 
gully well vegetated with bottlebrush, tea-tree, sedge and 
coral fern. The land rises sharply on both sides the creek 
where there was heathy vegetation growing on dry, 
sandy soils. 


Weather 
Windy, mainly cloudy with some sunshine. 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Survey Group 


Temperatures ranged from 9°C to 16°C. There was a full 
moon. 


Elliott traps 

We set four lines each of 10 small Elliott traps, baited 
with the standard mix of peanut butter, golden syrup and 
oatmeal. Dacron bedding was placed in the traps which 
were rain-proofed with plastic covers. 


Results 


06/10/17: E18—Agile Antechinus A. agilis, female with 8 
young in her pouch. 
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Harp trap 
One harp trap was set across a track parallel to 
Hammonds Road for three nights, but nothing was caught. 


Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna—some diggings noted. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo—several seen along 
Hammonds Road. 

Swamp (Black) Wallaby—several seen along 
Hammonds Road. 

A nest made from bark, fur and leaves was found on the 
ground beneath a tree hollow that was about 4 m above 
the ground. There was no sign of the animal—possum or 
glider — that had built the nest, nor could we be sure what 
had dragged the nest from the hollow. 


Other fauna 
Several small skinks were seen briefly, but we could not 
identify them. 


Comments 

Overall it was a very disappointing result. We could not 
determine the reason for the absence of small mammals 
such as Bush Rats, nor the apparent low population of the 
Agile Antechinus. 


Thanks 
To Parks Victoria for permission to undertake the survey in 
the Great Otway National Park. 


Alison, Barry, Lothar, Kyra and Zane, Tracey, Barry, Chris, 
Tony and Hugo, Guy and Lila, Chrissy, George...all helped 
in setting, checking and collecting the traps. It was 
disappointing we had so little success! 


(Note: all trapping and fauna handling is undertaken 
under the conditions set out in our WSIAEC, DELWP and 
Parks Victoria permits and protocols). 


The Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot round-up for 2017 


Craig Morley 


Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group Co-ordinator 


OBP Surveys in 2017 


To all those who have made the effort to get out into 
saltmarshes and adjoining habitats over recent months— 
a sincere thank you, both personally and from the 
National Recovery Team, for your assistance with the 
OBP surveys—it is greatly appreciated. Additionally, 
sincere thanks to the landowners who allow us access 
and to the Parks Victoria officers who so willingly give 
their time and expertise to help us get to out-of-the way 
places. 


At least two OBPs were observed at Swan Bay in 
August. Complete band details could not be read on 
these birds. 


Over the three survey weekends 45 keen observers 
gave their time, energy and skill for at least one of the 
surveys. Allowing three hours for each survey and a 
similar time for travelling and preparation this represents 
a significant in-kind contribution of well over 450 
volunteer hours. This is a wonderful contribution. 


Though searchers may not have been rewarded with 
OBPs, there were numerous opportunities for good 
views of Blue-winged Parrots and White-bellied 
Sea-Eagles, to name just two species, and simply the 
opportunity to get out into saltmarsh and wetlands of the 
Bellarine. 


Returns to Melaleuca 


As at the time of writing (26/10/17) 12 OBPs have 
returned to Melaleuca, 11 males, including Blue Black F 
and Silver Red M—two of the OBPs that were present at 
Swan Bay in August 2016. A sole female, Red Red R, a 
first year female, that spent time through autumn/winter 
associating with the released captive-bred males at the 
Western treatment Plant. Blue Black F is the oldest bird 
known to be in the wild population who has just 
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completed his 20th crossing of Bass Strait. That is at 
least 650 km one way, so over his lifetime he has flown a 
bare minimum of 13 000 km, an amazing effort. 


Release of captive-bred OBPs at Melaleuca 


The first release, for spring 2017, has taken place at 
Melaleuca with seven females taking flight and the wild 
male OBPs ‘have responded very positively’. A second 
release of captive bred OBPs is scheduled for the next 
week. 


You can find out more at the Facebook page for the 
Orange-bellied Parrot Tasmanian program: 


https://www.facebook.com/ 
TasmanianOrangebelliedParrot/ 
and 


https://www.facebook.com/DELWPVictoria/ 
posts/394907010923592 


Survey dates for 2018 
The dates for next year have been set. They are: 


19 & 20 May 2018 
28 & 29 July 2018 
8 & 9 September 2018 


A sincere thank you 


Once again, thank you very much to all the people | work 
with in this role. 


It is indeed a privilege to be involved with the many 
volunteers and professionals who are helping with the 
efforts to conserve this critically endangered parrot. 


They’re off. Melaleuca, 19 April 2017. 
Photo: Paul Rushworth 
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Silver Red M, Melaleuca, 2012. 
Photo: Mark Holdsworth 





Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


he Caper Whites are back, but not in great numbers. Observers: 
The first of the Green Grass-darts have been seen, 
predictably in a garden, where you are most likely to see 
them. Imperial Jezebels are still making their 
appearance, as are the Australian Painted Ladies and the 
Yellow Admirals. It only needs a sunny day to bring out 
the butterflies. Soon the Common Brown Males should 


be common, and the various blues should appear. 


BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, 
Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GD, Guy Dutson; 
GPo, Graham Possingham, JN, John Newman; JPo, 
Jenny Possingham; RLo, Rod Lowther; VWD, Valda 
Dedman 


Greenish Grass-dart 


Caper White 


Cabbage White 


Imperial Jezebel 


Australian Painted Lady 


Yellow Admiral 


15/10/17 


27/9/17 
28/9/17 
01/10/17 


01/10/17 


01/10/17 


03/10/17 
03/10/17 


08/10/17 
09/10/17 


14/10/17 


08/10/17 
09/10/17 


25/9/17 


14/10/17 


15/10/17 
01/10/17 


05/10/17 
027/9/17 
02/10/17 


07/10/17 


09/10/17 
15/10/17 


Highton 


Cressy 
13th Beach Rd 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 


Balyang Sanctuary 


Edsall Reserve, 
Wallington 


Highton 
East View Pde, Belmont 


Fairmont Rd, Newtown 


Princess Park, 
Queenscliff 


Wensleydale 


Fairmont Rd, Newtown 


Princess Park, 
Queenscliff 


Deakin University, Waurn 
Ponds 
Wensleydale 


Highton 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 

Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

Little Ryrie St, Geelong 


69 North Valley Rd, 
Highton 


Fairmont Rd, Newtown 
Highton 


A pair on ‘lawn’. First of season. 


1 flying close to ground in bright sunshine at 2.30 
p.m. 


1 flyng through. 


First of season in garden, bright sunny day 
1, first of season in garden, bright sunny day. 
1 flyng through. 

1 


1 with Imperial Jezebel in canopy of dwarf blue 
gum, bright sun. 


At least 6 flying about garden. 
1 


1 fluttering around on mild, sunny day. 


At least 4 all day in garden trees canopy, sunny 
day. 


1 flying along street, landed briefly on my shirt at 
5.00 p.m., sunny. 


1 sunning itself on windowsill at 10.00 a.m. 
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Spring days 


Monday 16 September 2017 


As | settled at the back window with my early morning 
cup of tea, | noticed that a newly-fledged Australian 
Magpie, probably the one that | had heard in the dense 
trees of my neighbour on the left-hand side yesterday, 
was crouched against the wind high in the large 
deciduous tree in my right-hand neighbour’s back yard. 
Soon after, a big bird landed high on the top of my cedar 
tree between them. | got the binoculars securely onto it, 
and found this currawong had a lighter brown breast than 
| expected, but with a yellow eye. | guessed it was an 
almost-mature Pied Currawong looking for a chance to 
breakfast. 


My two adult magpies were flying back and forth, not 
feeding the young bird open to the skies, or the other, in 
the dense shrubbery calling ‘kair-kair-kair-kair’ as hungry 
young magpies do. | soon saw why. One by one, eight 
other Pied Currawongs emerged from the trees, heading 
north, but some circled and stayed. None called. The 
parents remained nervous, vigilant. It wasn’t until my 
breakfast was nearly over that the magpies resumed 
theirs. 


After the postie had been, | walked up to Valda 
Dedman’s place to collect her mail. As | passed the big 
gum trees opposite, there was an unusual Red Wattlebird 
call coming from there. Three birds were flying back and 
forth, looking agitated at the close presence of an 
Australian Raven, which wasn’t budging despite their 
efforts. | couldn’t see young, or a nest, but presumed one 
or other was under threat. 


Later, | was poking about in my backyard when New 
Holland Honeyeaters flashed past my ears, landed on the 
clothes line, fed a young bird there, and immediately all 
three dashed off, furiously pursued by a Red Wattle Bird 
which had erupted from the nearby grevillea at their 
presence. It all happened in a flash, a breath. 


Dangerous times for all. But no deaths among the 
resident birds today, as far as | could tell. 


Sunday 24 September 

A brisk shower at dawn quickly gave way to blue skies, 
so | set out to walk down North Valley Road to the river. 
Everything was gleaming and sparkling with raindrops in 
the sunlight. The Red Wattlebird was energetically 
searching for small things low down in shrubs, then flying 
off with the proceeds to the melaleuca by the road in 
which they nest. The Australian Magpies were similarly 
engaged, stalking about, stabbing at the ground. 


Spotted Pardalotes called from the gum trees, Spotted 
Doves murmured obscurely. One swept up in a long 
display, gliding down some distance off. 
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Lynne Clarke 


The ground beneath the huge old oak tree at the crest of 
the hill was strewn with twigs and new growth, little, pale 
leaves and flowers, following the wild winds of yesterday. 


Two tiny creatures, too high and small for me to identify, 
darted, in small swoops, across the road, emitting peeps 
as they flew. Yellow-rumped Thornbills, | guessed. | have 
seen them here before. Why don’t they come up the hill 
to my place? Perhaps they prefer more shelter than an 
open hilltop affords. Way up, three Straw-necked Ibis 
soared, heading west across the hills to unknown feeding 
grounds. 


The generous fig at the bottom of the hill was also putting 
out sprigs, both leaves and hard round buds, promising 
riches for the autumn. 


No ducks or Coots were seen by the water’s edge, as 
they often are, but the resident pair of Butcherbirds 
gloriously duetted down by the river. 


Thursday 28 September (With apologies to the 
purists for such anthropomorphism....) 


We had almost concluded the mid-week Bird Group 
excursion to the Bellarine, and drove to overlook the 
Barwon estuary while we lunched. Binoculars scanned 
the river as we arrived. 


‘Eastern Curlews, Little Stints, and Yellow Billed 
Spoonbills on the other side,’ was declared. 


‘And a magpie nearby,’ Craig confirmed. The male 
Australian Magpie was only metres away, on the ground, 
scanning us critically. 


Before long the female joined him, both indicating, quite 
politely, that they would not be averse to scraps from our 
lunch. One or two of us succumbed to their 
blandishments. We were seated in a rough semi-circle 
facing the river, and the male placed himself in the 
centre, alert to any movements, for all the world like a 
performer playing to his audience. 


A Silver Gull arrived, wanting to share the spoils, but that 
pair of magpies speedily saw him off in no uncertain 
terms, saying firmly ‘No! These are our people!’ 


Our lunch was almost over when | shared the trail mix | 
had brought, pouring some into any ready hand around 
the circle. When | came to the end, there was the 
magpie, next in line, staring at me, plainly asking 
‘Where’s my share?’ | fell about laughing, and was 
almost sorry that it had all gone. 


Birdlife Twitchathon—GFNC team continues the tradition 


uoyed by the fun times and money raised last year by 

the ‘Geelong Catbirds’, a different combination of 
birders again entered the BirdLife 2017 Twitchathon under 
the guise of the ‘Raven Lunatics’. The format chosen was 
the ‘Birdathon’ where three single hours of birding could be 
undertaken on either of the Twitchathon days seeking the 
highest number of birds and raising funds for Birdlife KBA’s 
as we went. 


David Tytherleigh, George Appleby, Chrissy Freestone, and 
John Newman had a strategy meeting to work out a likely 
route with recent sightings factored into the plans. A clear 
still Sunday morning arrived and the team headed straight 
for Aireys Inlet Lighthouse. The timer started and off we 
went. For a species to be counted three of the four members 
of the team had to confidently identify each bird and so a 
chaotic hour ensued. Shy Albatross and Fluttering 
Shearwater followed the piercing call of the Rufous 
Bristlebird, and we were on the way. Alan Noble Reserve for 
Latham’s Snipe and wetland species, then along the 
farmland to Distillery Creek. Spring migrants were abundant, 
with Olive backed Oriole, White-winged Trillers, 

Sacred Kingfisher, and numerous Satin Flycatchers building 
the list. A very exciting White-throated Gerygone calling 
continuously was clearly our ‘bird of the day’. We struggled 
with some species to get enough ears and eyes on them 
before they disappeared but such is the challenge of the 
Twitchathon. Timer rings, coffee cups appear and a brief 
reprieve from the pace to enjoy these beautiful birds with 
promises to return soon to enjoy a more leisurely roam here. 


On towards Point Impossible and Barwon Heads. In some 
ways spoiled for choice, the decision as to which sites would 
give the next hour its biggest bang was a challenge with 


Scarlet Honeyeater, Fyansford Common. October 2017. One of many seen around Geelong and 


the Bellarine Peninsula in recent weeks. 


John Newman 
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Mad about birds 





—the ‘Raven Lunatics’ pause for a selfie 
Photo: John’s phone 


rising winds, increasing people traffic on the beaches and 
tides to consider. Horror of horrors, the timer having started, 
those Pacific Golden Plovers that were present 10 minutes 
before were gone, the Eastern Curlew was gone, and slim 
pickings generally were the best we could come up with. At 
least the enigmatic Scarlet Honeyeater was singing in 
Wallington. Hardly a raptor was to be seen all day in our 
timed sessions, and numerous birds seen before and after 
the timer could not be counted. 


Waiting until late afternoon to dash around Lake Modewarre 
and the surrounding farmland for the third hour was a battle 
against strong wind making listening for the farmland and 
roadside birds difficult. Glossy Ibis and Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers mixed with Freckled Ducks, Hardhead, 
Shelducks, Teal and Stilts but the Brolgas were hiding and 
the skies empty. 


The final buzzer rang and 120 species officially logged in the 
allocated hours from very varied locations and conditions. 








Photo: David Cook 
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Bird observations—some highlights 


f ever there was doubt that spring has arrived on the Bellarine 

Peninsula and surrounding areas, then a look at the many 
bird observations on offer this month will confirm wonderful 
spiring bird arrivals. The two biggest arrivals have been those 
of the stunning Scarlet Honeyeater and, in phenomenal 
numbers, White-browed woodswallows. Much of Victoria 
has seen the arrival of many tiny but beautiful Scarlet 
Honeyeaters. Locally, these build on several records from 
Distillery Creek by keen-eyed observers in July. Now most 
areas of Victoria as far west as the Grampians have a bevy of 
records and we have followed suit. With records of up to 40 
birds at some sites across Victoria, most locations have had 
excited observers sharing records and photos. Wallington and 
Fyansford have been hotspots and now that many can 
recognise the bright tinkling call, more records have followed. 
Breeding records will now be keenly sought over coming 
months. 


The strong north winds of mid-October saw extraordinary 
numbers of mostly White-browed Woodswallows, with some 
Masked Woodswallows, over the Bellarine Peninsula and 
further west. At Ocean Grove and Newtown, for example, at 
each location some 9,000-12 000 were observed streaming 
overhead to north and north-west, over several hours on 18 
October. Many smaller flocks were seen moving overhead at 
other sites. It seems responsible to assume that there were 
broad “bands” of birds in areas where observers were absent or 
unaware and others too high to see, even with binoculars, 
where observers were keenly observing. It is therefore realistic 
to suggest that there were tens of thousands, possibly even 
hundreds of thousands of woodswallows, over our region at the 
time. This is an extraordinary phenomenon where the true 
number will never be Known in which the woodswallows, 
presumably, streamed south, unseen on migration, perhaps at 
extraordinary altitudes then streamed north, at lower altitudes, 
into the warm dry north wind, when confronted with Bass Strait. 


Lower numbers, in smaller flocks, are apparently settling in 
many local wooded areas so it will be fascinating to see if they 
settle in and breed. 


Other noteworthy spring migrants have returned including Black 
-eared Cuckoo in Brisbane Ranges and You Yangs, Brown 
Songlark in farmland fields around Bannockburn and 
Beeac and the now regular Pacific Koel back in familiar Highton 
calling in the very early hours of the morning. 

Olive-backed Orioles have announced their spring 

presence with their recognisable call from many wooded areas 





Male and female Collared Sparrowhawks, Barwon River. October 2017. 
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John Newman & Craig Morley 


around Geelong, and Pallid Cuckoos similarly give away their 
presence giving their readily recognised calls from fences and 
exposed perches in open areas and farmlands. Rainbow 
Bee-eaters are always enjoyed by birders and two birds 
overhead in Newtown were a delightful surprise. They have 
arrived in the drier areas now hopefully with breeding. Several 
Rufous Songlark records have been submitted this month 
also. 


With water still persisting in many wetlands and paddocks, 
there are many records of wetland birds this month including 
three Baillon’s Crake at Jerringot, Australian Wood Ducks 
getting very comfortable at Ocean Grove, Brolgas in wet 
paddocks and Glossy Ibis have been seen around the 
ephemeral Connewarre wetlands. This area has also attracted 
very high numbers of Whiskered Terns. 


Diamond Firetails persist around Eynesbury despite the 
development there and Laughing Kookaburras occasionally 
pop up on the Bellarine Peninsula and Highton area near the 
Barwon River. Little Wattlebirds have pushed further afield than 
their usual coastal haunts, into Bellbrae and Bacchus Marsh 
and White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike at Bannockburn continue 
to be a treat for keen eyes and ears. 


Finally, Australian Hobbies have been seen in several sites and 
numerous breeding events of the Collared Sparrowhawk have 
been identified in the Geelong region, hopefully having success 
and continuing to populate our suburbs with this beautiful 
raptor. 


Thanks again to all the observers, listed below, who so keenly 
and willingly contribute records, to the GFNC hittps:// 


www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations and/or 
eBird Australia http://ebird.org/content/australia/ 


Alison Watson, Amy Scheitner, Angus Hartshorn, Barry 
Lingham, Bernie Lingham, Brett Roberts, Brett Smith, Chrissy 
Freestone, Colin Cannard, Craig Morley, Darren Bird, David 
Tytherleigh, Dean Hewish, Deborah Evans, Felicity Spear, 
Geoff Gates, George Appleby, Gordon McCarthy, Grace Lewis, 
Graeme Stockton, Graham Possingham, Guy Dutson, Jeff 
Dagg, Jen Carr, Jenny Possingham, John Newman, Lynne 
Clarke, Maddie Glynn, Margaret Alcorn, Marilyn Hewish, Paul 
Schillier, Peter Spear, Phil Watson, Richard Alcorn, Richard 
Weatherly, Robert Missen, Ross Auchettl, Rustem Upton, 
Sandra Lea-Wood, Simon Starr, Stuart Plush, Tom Fletcher, 
Trevor Lumb. 








Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Next fauna surveys 


Tile survey check 
Bannockburn, Brisbane Ranges, Wooloomanata, Corio and Ripley Reserve 
Thursday 9—Sunday 12 November 2017 


Either as individual projects or in conjunction with other bodies, the Club manages and monitors a wide range of 
roofing-tile grids. The grids are usually, but not always, set out in rows of tiles evenly spaced with the tiles also 
spaced evenly along the grid lines. Thus a pattern is established that allows systematic checking and maintenance. 


We try to check the tiles about monthly to find what is living beneath them. Checking them more often than 
fortnightly can ruin the micro-environment under the tile, by allowing it to lose the important humidity that develops 
there over time. 


So we have set a weekend aside to do a comprehensive survey of many of the tile grids. 


Thursday 9 November—Anakie and Sheoaks. Meet at 8.30 a.m. at the Fyans Street office of the CCMA to 
travel to the sites. 


Friday 10 November—Corio Grasslands, Wooloomanata and Little River Ripley Reserve. Meet at the Corio 
Grasslands on Shell Parade north of School Road at 10.00 a.m. 


Saturday 11 November—Brisbane Ranges. Meet at the junction of the Durdidwarrah-Steiglitz Road and Lease 
Road at 9.00 a.m. 


Sunday 12 November—Bannockburn Bush. Meet at the gate at the south end of Old Base Road at 9.00 a.m. 
Forthcoming fauna surveys 


25 November—’ Training day’ with Peter Homan at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 
There are full details of this important activity on page 1. 


7-10 December—Gerangamete 


The property is 220 Pipeline Road; it has been assessed as having high conservation significance and our survey 
will be aimed at confirming some aspects of the biodiversity, in particular the bats and reptiles. 


Full details will be available in the December Geelong Naturalist, so keep the date free if you are interested. 
(Note: this provisional on a number of factors, and may be changed as circumstances dictate.) 


ALWAYS check the GFNC weekly program notes in case we have to alter the arrangements due to weather 
or other factors. 


Need ideas for Christmas presents? 

Jealous of other members flaunting their GFNC clothing? 
Then get yourself or a loved one a GFNC polar fleece vest or Jacket. 
Vest $35 or Jackets $45 in navy or black. 

Sizes Small to 2XL 


Orders to be placed with Tracey by email (Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com) 
or at the general meetings no later than the December GFNC meeting. 


Direct debit payment preferred: 
GFNC BSB 06 3525 Account No. 1003 4365 
Please include your name and 
subject ‘“GFNC clothing’. 


Happy shopping 
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GFNC Excursion 
Boondaroo Grasslands and Bamganie Bushland 


Sunday 19 November 2017 


Boondaroo Nature Conservation Reserve was originally farmland. It was purchased to add extra Plains Grassland to 
the Victorian reserve system. We will make a short visit to the site then move on to the Bamganie State Forest 
Reserve which contains interesting flora and fauna. 


GFNC member, Paul Schillier, is a farmer in the area and he will share his knowledge during the excursion. This 
area is not often visited, so it is a chance to see a new site. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the corner of Russell Street and Ackland Road, Lethbridge. Park opposite the store/post 
office on the side near the railway station. 


We will drive in convoy along Tall Tree Rd to the Boondaroo NCR. A short walk into the grasslands to a dam will 
give us an understanding of this reserve. 


The convoy will then continue along Tall Tree Rd, then left onto the Meredith Shelford Rd and right onto Hendersons 
Road, with a short stop as we cross Wilson Creek. The scenic road journey continues along Bamganie Road and 
into the Bamganie Forest. Participants may wish to car pool at the entrance to the forest, as 4WD vehicles would be 
best suited to the track. Lunch will be in the forest. 


After lunch, we will return to Bamganie Rd and take the Meredith—Mt Mercer Rd to sites near the Yarrowee/Leigh 
River. 


Note that we will not have access to toilets on the excursion. 
Finish: Around 3.00 p.m. 
Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides. 


For more information contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Point Addis and lronbark Basin 


Thursday, 23 November 2017 
Leader: Cheryl West Lau 


We will start at Pt Addis and scan the ocean for some interesting sea birds. Shy Albatross and Australasian 
Gannets have been seen here. In September there were two recorded sightings on e-Bird of Fluttering 
Shearwaters, one sighting recorded 30. Three White-capped Albatross were also recorded here in September. We 
should see Pacific Gulls and if we are lucky, perhaps a Kelp Gull. We will also look for the Rufous Bristlebird, which 
used to be seen regularly around the car park but hasn’t been as obvious in recent visits. We will then travel by car 
to the Iron Bark Basin carpark off Pt Addis Road, where we will then walk down into the basin and see what birds 
are visiting in late Spring. We will be walking for approx. one kilometre but there is the option for those who don’t 
wish to walk far to have a shorter walk. There is a steep-ish climb back up from the basin to the carpark. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Pt Addis carpark, which is situated at the end of Pt Addis Road. Travelling from Geelong, Pt 
Addis Road is on the left of the Great Ocean Road, between Torquay and Anglesea. 


Finish: Approx. midday. 
Bring: Binoculars, telescopes (if you have one), water, hat, walking shoes and morning tea. 


For more information contact: Cheryl 5261 6250 (or 0428 758 567 on the morning of the excursion) 
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Coming events 


NOVEMBER 2017 
General Meeting: Steve Williams—The box-ironbark DECEMBER 2017 
lepidopteran ecology 3 Challenge Bird Count—Bellarine Peninsula 
Fauna survey: Tile check 5 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas supper 
Plant Group: Meeting sharing photos and observations 9 Challenge Bird Count—Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 
Bird Group: Chris Tzaros—Turquoise Parrots 7-10 Fauna survey: Gerangamete 
Excursion: Grasslands—Boondaroo Grasslands and 
Bamganie Bushland 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Ironbark Basin 
Fauna Survey techniques training day at OGNR 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2016-2017 


President Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 rod.lowther@live.com 
Vice-President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Secretary Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 
Treasurer Tracey Hinton 5243 9973 tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
Minute Secretary Vacant 
Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Committee Member 
ii Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 
Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Lynne Clarke 0439 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Phil Watson 0429 145 430 philvaugwa@gmail.com 
Craig Jones 0413 238 179 cjones_22@bigpond.com 
Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Conservation Adviser Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Chrissy Freestone 0417 379 033 chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Bela Bard-Brucker 5243 7072 bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Vacant — — 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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